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Editorial 
SCARBOROUGH, as a conference town, will be remembered for a long time, because for a 
few days it provided perfe& weather, after one of the dreariest Springs of which there is 
record. This was not unbroken, because for two days there was a good deal of rain, but, 
on the whole, the impression that remains is good. Weather has an important bearing on 
these meetings, for when weather breaks at them, tempers may also break—as they did at 
the Annual Business Meeting, which in some ways was the most unseemly we remember. 
The Mayor and Mayoress made capital hosts; the Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
Councillor T. Laughton, was a young and worthy host in himself as well; and Mr. Smettem 
and his staff had given much work to arrangements for the comfort of the guests which were 
entirely successful. Added to this, as we anticipated would be the case, the Scarborough 
Public Library proved to be unusually attractive, and if the tribute that it was the best organized 
in England (which Mr. E. A. Savage paid to it at the Annual Dinner) was in a somewhat 
high key, few desired to find fault with it. 


* * * * * + 


As for the actual gatherings, the subjeéts were miscellaneous and covered much ground. 
The presidential address was given with that splendid ease of perfe& skilfulness which the 
Archbishop of York brings to his more general work. It dealt with books as the tools of 
the mind and spirit. He had little use for the mere glamour of books, which must always 
appeal to the less objective lover of books; fine copies and first editions left him cold; 
content and use were all that mattered. These, however, were indispensable to the spirit of 
man, and he instanced the forms and kinds of books which enlarged, sustained and enlightened 
it. Incidentally he recited two limericks which as a result are now widely known, and he 
recited also with great effect a long passage from Shelley’s The Cloud. In style few addresses 
of late years have surpassed it. 


* * * * * * 


The award of the Library Association Carnegie Medal to Arthur Ransome for his 
Pigeon Post was also an event of the presidential meeting. Mr. Ransome, a genial man of 
about fifty, slightly bald, smiling in a large quiet way, took his medal from the hands of the 
Archbishop, and replied modestly to a capital speech, made about the award by Mr. R. J. 
Gordon, with a pleasantly engaging little one in which he expressed his pleasure, and declared 
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that the medal was given him not for what he had done but for what he had tried to do, 
This innovation of the L.A. Council is extremely popular, and no one can doubt the rightness 
of its first award. : 

* * * * * * 

Co-operation must progress now we have carried it so far; those libraries which age 
outside regional schemes may have grounds satisfactory to themselves for being so, and have 
every right to rest on them, but they are not in unison with the prevalent opinion and praétice, 
The latest produ& of co-operation is an 8-page list, entitled New Books for the General Reader 
to be obtained from Newport, Cardiff and Swansea Public Libraries and Monmouth County Library, 
April, 1937, which is welcome evidence of unity of work in several important libraries. 
The list contains entries for 16 works of fiction and 21 of non-fiction, with useful annotations, 
and we suppose represents books which are in all the libraries named. 


* * * * * * 


The new School Libraries Section of the Library Association is getting to work 
vigorously, and branches are coming into being all over the country. At a recent meeting 
of the London members at Clapham High School a master averred that the matriculation 
examination was the greatest foe of reading. Boys and girls were so harried over particular 
books by this incubus and succubus of youth that he had heard many remark, “ When | 
have passed matric. I will never open a book again.” If, as he remarked, that is the result 
of educational effort and wisdom of a century it is time a few commonsense leaders from 
outside were imported into the education system. Schoolmasters everywhere condemn the 
examination. Do the money interests of the universities prevent its abolition ? 


* * * * - * 


The report of the Council on the control of Libraries, which we paraphrased last month, 
was passed. It is an expression of the view that library committees should report direé 
to the councils that appoint them. As central control is not in the least likely to be a praétical 
issue with any government probably in the next decade, the matter is one only of a pious 
opinion, and may now perhaps be forgotten. 

* * * * * * 


Brown’s Subject Classification, the only English classification complete with tables, 
indexes, etc., has not been revised and brought up to date for some years. In justice to the 
many English librarians who are using the scheme, we are anxious to collec information 
as to extensions and modifications already in use in particular localities, and we appeal to 
them to send us all available material. It is proposed to collate this information and Mr. 
J. D. Stewart of Bermondsey has kindly agreed to supervise and edit the material collected 
from various sources, and the publishers of the work will be glad if librarians interested 
will communicate with them at 51, Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1. It is hoped that 
the revision will be completed and the book published in. 1938. 


* * * * * * 


A new note was struck at an address given at Croydon High School for Girls on May 
24th by Miss M. Mellanby, the Governor of the Borstal Institution for Girls at Aylesbury. 
In the course of her speech she remarked of the girls : “ The use of lipstick is forbidden, but 
it might as well not be, as they can get that anywhere—say from a red book in the library.” 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 259 


Scarborough Conference 
NOTES ON THE SESSIONS. 


SINCE a separate official report of the whole of the papers and discussions has been published 

the L.A., it is not necessary for us to try to reproduce any of them. It is desirable to point 
out that all seé&tions were well represented. Councillor Miss Kingsmill Jones and Councillor 
Laughton both dealt admirably with committee work, and the remark inter alia of the latter 
that “ all the processes of a town council could be judged by its public library” was one 
worth recording. Mr. Seymour Smith, at short notice, gave a paper on libraries and the public 
which was a model of good sense and suggestion, and Mr. Pottinger dealt with the cinema 
as the most recent and most potent challenge to the book. Mr. Berwick Sayers led a round- 
table discussion which deleétably ranged over salaries, censorship, storage and co-option on 
committees, amongst many other matters. At sectional meetings, the A.A.L. discussed many 
topics ; Mr. Charles Nowell gave an invaluable account of hospital library work, which was 
supplemented by an account given by Miss C. Keogh of the really remarkable hospital library 
service which the Irish Free State Government is providing out of the profits of its sweep- 
fakes ; and the innovation was the first meeting of the School Libraries Section, when over 
150 attended, and under the chairmanship of Mr. J. Wilkie, of the Board of Education, heard 
Principal Nicholson of Hull discourse on the art of reading. 


Thus much it was necessary to say, because for many the impression that remains is the 
stormy character of the Annual Meeting. It supplied a vent for much hitherto pent-up feeling 
about the intermediate examination of the L.A., although it ostensibly dealt with the new 
syllabus of examinations which the Council proposed to put in force in 1938. Mr. Lamb 
appeared, in a clever and well-expressed speech, as the champion of the under-dog. His 
motion, as is well known, was to defer that syllabus until 1940; but that was not all; he 
asked the Annual Meeting adtually to instru& the Council as to the terms of a new syllabus. 
His handling of the matter was most successful. He had circularized the ry iagilifeene 
we understand the members of the Council—putting his case, and there had been a 
gathering of the assistants of Yorkshire who, we are told, came in scores by coach and train 
to support their spokesman. Democracy, with a vengeance, ruled the meeting; explana- 
tions by the Honorary Secretary and by the Chairman of the Education Committee were 
shouted down; and by an overwhelming majority an amendment that the new syllabus, 
on which many were already at work, might be put into force without its time limits, proposed 
by the Chairmen of the standing committees of the Council, was rejeted—after one of them 
had deserted his colleagues. The 1938 syllabus is dead. 


There is no doubt that there is misunderstanding or fault somewhere. The notion that 
members of library committees (who will never need them) and library assistants (who have 
not yet passed them) are to be allowed to determine the charaéter of the professional examina- 
tions, is merely ludicrous. A profession is always, and always must be, an autocracy of its 
most qualified leaders. It is, however, agreed that examinations must be related to the needs 
of our calling, the type of person whom it attraés, and to the remuneration to be expected. 
The assistants at least are agreed, tacitly if not vocally, that they wish for a standard lower than 
that for the finance and similar officers of their authorities. At the same time, library posts 
are few and candidates many; indeed, we are told that even now, with all its difficulties, 
more candidates pass the intermediate examination than the profession can provide for. As 
for “ Fellows,” at the reduétion in the number of which the new syllabus was direéted, they 
are already so many that several authorities advertising posts at {150 demand this qualification 
—and get it. What other profession gives its highest qualification to people oF 20 or less 
who have only three years’ experience ? This state Mr. Lamb has contrived—with the power- 
ful and astonishing aid of Mr. Savage—shall continue. We hope, now that Mr. Lamb has 
won this victory, he and his opponents will drop the controversy, and work together for a 
new scheme which shall redeem students from the present hopeless position. 
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Books in America 


By J. W. Sparco (Northwestern University). 


Ir is no novelty to see the name of Hiersemann on a work of first importance* to everyone 
interested in the history of books and libraries, but it is almost startling to realise how a 

in this case the firm has filled a conspicuous gap. When in the course of the general s 
necessary for the preparation of the Lexikon des gesamten Buchwesens the fact emerged that 
there was no comprehensive history of the printed book in America, Messrs. Hiersemann 
invited Dr. Lehmann-Haupt to write one. Fortified by his stay of some years in the United 
States as Curator of the Rare Book Department at Columbia University, Dr. Lehmann-Haupt 
set out enthusiastically, only to find that the task was too great for one man. He congratulates 
himself on having induced Mr. Lawrence C. Wroth, Librarian of the John Carter Brown 
Library at Providence, and Miss Ruth S. Granniss, Librarian of the Grolier Club, to col- 
laborate with him. My feeling is that congratulations all around are in order—to the publisher 
for his idea, to Dr. Lehmann-Haupt for his good judgment, and to the collaborators for 
their admirable contributions. 

Part i. (pp. 1-103), on the book-trade from the beginnings to the Civil War, by Mr. 
Wroth, is a marvel of condensation and inclusiveness, both at once. Particularly interesti 
is the masterly exposition (pp. 82-90) of the background of the Law of Copyright, bechamel 
which must be, but seldom is, understood by anyone who would think intelligently about 
the world of books in America. Such fundamental matters as the profusion of popular 
magazines and the relative backwardness of American literature until the eighteen nineties 
are illuminated by this brief section. There follow chapters on printing in the Colonial 
period, 1638-1785 (pp. 8-45), bookselling in the Colonies (pp. 46-58), the printing trade from 
the Revolution to the Civil War, 1784-1860 (pp. 59-81), and on bookselling from 1784 to 
1860 (pp. 82-103). 

Part ii. (pp. 107-248), by Dr. Lehmann-Haupt, continues the story of the book-trade 
from 1860 to the present day. From a vast mass of materials, some collected at his own 
instigation, the author selects judiciously to form an interesting summary account. One 
statement (p. 112) to the effect that there are great cities with hundreds of thousands of 
inhabitants without any real bookshops puzzles me because it is so patently false as to seem 
careless. As a matter of fact, later (pp. 170 f., 210 f.) Dr. Lehmann-Haupt shows that he is 
thoroughly aware that bookshops, or at any rate shops in which books of all varieties are 
sold, are probably just about as accessible in the United States as they are anywhere else. 
The mention (p. 157) of St. Nicholas (founded 1871), the magazine for children, makes me 
lament the omission of The Youth’s Companion (founded in 1827), which in my childhood 
I thought was at least four times better as a birthday present because it came once a week 
instead of once a month. Montrose J. Moses discusses these in Children’s Books and Reading, 
New York, 1907. There is a misprint on p. 159, 1. 14: the name of the publisher is Frederick 
A. Stokes, not Stockes. Chapters in this seétion are devoted to the industrialisation of 
the book-trade (pp. 113-127), printer and book in the nineteenth century (pp. 128- 
138), the publishing business and the book-trade, 1860-1890 (pp. 139-177), the same since 
1890 (pp. 178-213), the book and printing since 1890 (pp. 214-241), and American book- 
illustration (pp. 242-248). Some will wish that mention could have been made in this la& 
seétion of Godey’s Lady's Book, founded in 1830 as The Lady's Book. 

Part iii. (pp. 251-338), on book-collectors and libraries, by Miss Granniss, must have 

nted innumerable baffling problems. In deciding which names to include, one would 
be hard put to it to establish a defensible een Obviously, space could be found only 
for the most important. Miss Granniss’s choices seem to me to be as good as any could be. 
Ignoring misprints which will not confuse the German reader, I note that Samuel Austen 
Aibone (p. 269, 1. 9), should be Allibone, that the Johns Hopkins Library at Baltimore is 


a — Hauprr (Hellmut) Das amerikanische Buchwesen. Leipzig, Karl W. Hiersemann, 1937. 
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rich in editions of Spenser (ost Sane. 278, 1. 21), and that the famous editor of the 
Variorum Shakespeare is pretty ively hidden under the name of Horace Furnace (p. 299, 
|. 24). These should be correéted in the index, also. There are chapters on private collections 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries (pp. 25 3-263), collections of the nineteenth century 
to 1880 (pp. 264-275) and until the end of the nineteenth century (pp. 276-284), on private 
colleétors since 1900 (pp. 285-298), on endowed libraries (pp. 299-310), public libraries 
(pp. 311-322), the greatest public libraries of to-day (pp. 323-331), and finally on library 
ofganisation (pp. 332-338). 

Part iv. (pp. 341-362), a selected bibliography for the whole volume compiled by Miss 
Janet Bogardus, is a most useful addition. The index is unusually full, extending from 
pp- 365 to 386 in two columns. | have not checked it carefully, and have noted only that 
the reference to Union Theological Seminary should be 337, not 387; the book ends at p. 386. 

These writers are more than competent. The present reviewer declines to don the robe 
of omniscience customary on such occasions as this, and cheerfully admits that these people 
ate distinguished experts in their subjects. Written to convey information to German readers, 
the book has told me many things that I did not know. Its purpose might have been slightly 
better served if a map had been included. After all, there are forty-eight states in the Union, 
and they all seem merely so many out-of-the-way names until one has lived in at least some 
of them. I think of a Swedish friend whom I met at Boston years ago. He wanted to confer 
with me, he said, about how to see the country, suggesting one week-end at Chicago and 
another in California. The map which I recommend would show distances in miles and, 
what is still more significant, why great library-centres have grown up. 

These centres, to name from East to West only those which seem to me the most impor- 
tant, are Boston, New York, Washington, Chicago, Austin (Texas), San Francisco, and 
Los Angeles. Miss Granniss’s space did not permit her to discuss any of these, as centres, 
save New York (pp. 327 ff., 337). Indeed, a full discussion would require a volume. Yet 
the Law Library at Harvard is so remarkable that it would deserve mention in any list, no 
matter how summary, of distinguished American libraries; and there are various seétions 
in the Harvard University Library itself, a quarter of a mile away, such as the Hohenzollern 
colleétion of German books and the Italian collection, which deserve special mention. This 
Boston centre is extremely rich. As for the Washington centre, with Baltimore close by, 
German readers might be interested to know of the Surgeon-General’s Library, with its 
remarkable system of analyzing by subjeé each number of its vast subscription-list of scientific 
periodicals. Usually the cards for a given number have been placed in the boxes accessible 
to the public within a very few weeks of the arrival of the periodical. The Naval Observatory 
at Washington has an unusually full colle&tion of books on mathematics, and in fa& every 
department of the government has its own special library. All these are independent of 
the vast collections at the Library of Congress. Many will be of vital importance to those 
persons who years hence will wish to assess the tremendous changes taking place in the 
nineteen thirties. 

Our map would show that New York is about 230 miles from Boston and from 
Washington. 900 miles west of New York is Chicago, with its important centre consistin, 
of some twenty libraries (exclusive of branches of the Chicago Public Library), some pone 
some highly specialized. It is well to remember that in 1890 the ground now occupied by 
the University of Chicago was open prairie; today a library of which any institution or 
city might well be proud is growing ceaselessly. At Chicago an effort has been made to 
supply a union catalogue of all libraries in the area ; for years the libraries have worked on 
a plan by which the Newberry Library serves the humanities, the Crerar Library the sciences, 
the Art Institute collects books on art, and so on. To turn to our map again, we find that 
some 1,100 miles southwest of Chicago is Austin, the seat of the University of Texas, where 
the Wrenn Library is housed; and a hundred miles from Austin is Waco, where Baylor 
University has an important Browning colleétion not mentioned by Miss Granniss. From 
Chicago to San Francisco the distance is almost 2,300 miles. There are some distinguished 
collections at Berkeley and at Palo Alto, near by, the seats of the University of California 
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and of Stanford University, respectively. Finally, some 475 miles south of San Francisco 
lies Los Angeles, with the great Huntington Library at San Marino, but a few miles to the 
east. A great deal needs to be said about the books in these seven centres; but there are 
scores of other libraries which might be named. The Cleveland Public Library, for instance, 
has the very numerous books on folklore colleé&ted by J. G. White. Extraordinary smal] 
collections turn up in unexpected places. Almost every one of the states has its own university, 
We see how useful a map would be. Divide each figure given above by 40, the average 
number of miles per hour of railroad trains to-day, and you have the number of hours it 
takes to go by train from one of these centres to another. 

Individual colleétors are as the sands of the sea, and they tend to be shy, for obvious 
reasons. Anyone much occupied with books will know several about whom others know 
nothing. Of first-class importance are one man colleéting early herbals, another English 
miscellanies, a third Wordsworthiana, none being mentioned by Miss Granniss. Quite 
properly, she wishes to illustrate tendencies in colleéting, not to supply an encyclopedia of 
names. 

It takes knowledge and skill and courage to write a book like this. These qualities are 
so rare, especially in combination, that I hope this volume will not long remain restriéted 
to readers of German. Mr. Wroth and Miss Granniss’s seétions had to be translated to 
German. In congratulating all concerned in this excellent production, I should like to urge 
that an edition in English be prepared very soon. 

London, May 29, 1937. 


A Library of Business Information 


Ir would appear to be time that some further account was given to librarians of the pro: 
made in recent years of the commercial library. For some time past in lists of the Library 
Association handbooks—we refer to the series published by Messrs. Allen and Unwin—has 
appeared the announcement of a book on the commercial library which was to be prepared 
by the veteran librarian, Mr. S. A. Pitt, of Glasgow. We know, of course, that the strenuous 
year of office as President of the Library Association, which was so difficult for Mr. Pitt 
by reason of his unfortunate illness, made it impossible for him to progress with this desirable 
work ; and now, although his friends rejoice that he has largely recovered from his disabilities, 
he is prevented from writing such books as this. The work is to be given to an experienced 
member of his staff who no doubt will do justice to the occasion. For it is an occasion. There 
has been little or nothing in the professional press in recent years which would give English 
readers an adequate account of the multifarious aétivities of these libraries ; they appear 
indeed to have been a fashion which has gone out. That, of course, is so only in appearance, 
because these libraries are flourishing, are active, are an important, indeed an integral, part 
of the library service of most towns of any size. Can their methods have stood still in recent 
years ? The question itself carries with it at least a suggestion of defeé in our information 
concerning them ; for we know that these libraries have increased in volume, in range and 
in the use which the public makes of them both by personal calls and by telephone and 
correspondence. 

We were encouraged to these reflections by the appearance last month of a really fine 
handbook from the Bristol Public Libraries bearing the title which is at the head of these 
notes. One of the gratifying features of modern public library England has been the rising 
from important mediocrity to a first-cass position of the Bristol Public Libraries, under the 
skilful, ingenious and enlightened direction of Mr. James Ross. Indeed, Bristol has now a 
great library system with a splendid central library, fine branches which are bigger than the 
average town library, and from these it has experimented with other libraries of varyi 
sizes, and especially has provided in new distriéts ideal one-room branch libraries whi 
have been canonised in such works as Brown’s Manual of Library Economy. 

In no part of the work has Bristol shone more brightly than in its publicity matter. 
Its publications have been good in substance and have Tenn produced with a regard to 
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artistic printing that is eminently desirable and makes every one of the publications well 
worthy of examination by other librarians. 

This latest handbook on the commercial section of the Central Library is the largest 
that we have seen so far, and is perhaps the best of them all. We do not approve in every 
way of comparison between library and library because it is extremely difficult to know 
the conditions in which work is done, and to say that one publication is better than another 
of its class is to imply an omniscience that even a library journal cannot perhaps possess. 
It was, however, our first reaction that this book was the best of its kind. It is a demi-oftavo 
of 80 pages, dealing with the resources of the library from various points of view. It is 
introduced by the Professor of Economics at Bristol University, W. Hamilton Whyte, M.A. 
This is followed by fifteen lists of the varying types of commercial literature stocked in the 
library, and the variety of subjects covered is great. The usual things, directories, almanacks, 

books, books and pamphlets, periodicals, codes, government and official publications, 
maps, atlases and gazetteers, trade catalogues, the works in the Patents Library—are all 
here, as are the publications of the various Chambers of Commerce and much other material. 
The guide also gives a list of the trade associations in Bristol, the Government and other 
public offices in the city, an account of the Port of Bristol Authority, the Air-port, and the 
Development Board ; and there are also lists of the Consuls of foreign countries, of translators. 
There are notes on the method of making enquiries, hours of opening and the usual library 
information. 

One or two interesting points arise from a consideration of this handbook. It would 
appear that very full card indexes are kept of the periodicals and other literature, and excellent 
use appears to be made of the main instrument of the modern commercial library—the vertical 
file of the more fugitive and current information. The abstracting and filing of information 
in this way is the crux of commercial library economy and it demands great industry and per- 
ception on the part of the library staff, and as we know that Bristol has been rather restricted in 
the number of fully trained Staff,a great deal of more than formal duty must have been involved 
in this work. Trade catalogues, we notice, are arranged in classified order in boxes, and the 
library has publications of over 600 firms representative of the principal local and national 
industries. Maps are mounted, folded to a uniform size, and filed in vertical file cabinets, 
and are indexed under places and subjects on cards. The index also includes maps contained 
in books and pamphlets. This gives rise to the suggestion that if a library were to make a 
complete collection of the guides issued by the various towns, chambers of commerce, and 
so forth throughout the country, it would find that nearly every one of them possessed some 
sort of a plan as well as a local map. The plans of these towns should be abstraéted from 
spare copies—and there always are spare copies of these guides—and added to the map file. 
One of the most consistent demands of readers is for a street plan of a town, and that town 
is often one which has in itself no special size or importance. 


Illustrations of the Bristol Central Library and of the commercial department itself 
lighten the book considerably, and a certain individuality is given to it by some attractive 
- and ink drawings by Miss Joan Ross. The Chief Librarian of Bristol is fortunate in 

ving a daughter who brings her art to the enlivening of his library publications. 


It is always a matter of curiosity to librarians to know to what extent such libraries as 
this are used. It would appear that in the sixteen years in which the library has been operating, 
over one and a half millions of consultations have been made. The guide gives a typical 
set of the questions asked ; they relate to all sorts of technical matters, from the law of copy- 
right in relation to circulars, to duties on paints imported into Tanganyika. All through 
the guide there are invitations to the reader to come in and help himself, and apposite quota- 
tions from old and new writers encourage the idea that such libraries can be sources of 
information that is of praétical value. A library which answers nearly one hundred thousand 
questions every year must be an a¢ctive and potent factor in the commercial life of a community. 
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Status ) 
By Eric Ley.anp, F.L.A. (Walthamstow Public Libraries). 


Durinc the last two decades, since 1919 in faét, the conditions of our work have improved 
considerably. Salaries are more adequate, working hours more reasonable and book-funds 
larger. In 1919 a millstone was lifted from the neck of the profession and with the raisi 
of the penny rate restriction, librarianship became a career offering some material as 

as spiritual rewards. It must, however, be open to grave doubt oe ore the general status 
of the work has increased as greatly as might reasonably have been hoped. 


Status means something more than working conditions and salaries, though the latter 
may be some indication of public appreciation. As the word is used here, however, it is 
a definition of our standing with the general public. Has this improved in the same propor- 
tion as have library incomes? Are we, as librarians, recognised to-day as cultural officers 
by many more of the general public than twenty years ago ? 


The answers to both these questions must give us all pause for thought. It is fatally 
easy to pretend to an importance that is not really ours, that is not, as yet, in the conscious- 
ness of our borrowers. Something approximating to twenty-five per cent. of the pe 
of this country borrows from Public Libraries ; not a quarter of these recognise the cultural 
importance of the work. We are faced with the faé that not six per cent. of the entire popula- 
tion realise either the present importance or the future possibilities of the Public Librecies. 


Are we to put this down to the inevitable unintelligence of the public, or to the fa& 
that we have failed in some measure to take advantage of our opportunities ? Throughout 
the country the proportion of fiction to non-fiction issues is very high. Why ? Because the 
public are depraved and unintelligent ?—or could it possibly be that we have made no real, 
sustained effort to rouse them from their inertia and make them aware of their fundamental 
needs and cater for those needs ? 


In every district there must be many more than six per cent. of the residents who have 
a genuine desire to improve their education, need pradtical information every day of their 
lives and are ready to seek relaxation by some other means than reading an infinity of light 
fiction. The first class must be shown how adequately the Public Library can cater for them. 
The second must be made to realise that the information they need is, in the majority 
of cases, in print. The third must be helped to a realisation that non-fiction can be infinitely 
more satisfying to their fundamental desires than inferior fiétion. 


This should not be beyond the capabilities of librarians, and as with most problems the 
real difficulty lies in facing up to the faéts. Aimless disparagement will get us nowhere; 
vague hopes are even worse. The desire to read fiction is inherent in the human race, but so 
is the desire for self-culture. Modern conditions, high-pressure living, mass-produétion, 
are taking away individuality. The day of the craftsman is over, and man wishes now to 
avoid any effort. He prefers, for instance, to watch twenty-two paid players play football 
every Saturday afternoon than play, however badly, himself. He takes his pleasures, as 
well as undertaking his work together with thousands of other produéts of twentieth century 
civilisation. It is impossible to estimate the mental condition of the human race in another 
hundred years’ time if this state of affairs-is not remedied. 


The Public Librarian of to-day has a wonderful opportunity to add his mite, to lend 
his aid, however small, in the task of reviving the individuality of the race. 


— 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

I learn, now I am here in this beautiful north-eastern bay, that you have not come to 
Scarborough. The disappointment is acute, but I know that nearer ties than that of our old 
friendship keep you away. So I, alone this time at a Conference—the first you have missed 
for years, how many ?—will write the letter we usually address to Zenodotus, our founder, 
to yourself. Zenodotus will, I know, forgive this ; and may have opportunity to read what 
I have written. 


Surely after 
A Wer Sprinc 


the powers that preside over good librarians have done their best for us. This Monday 
morning there was a regal sunrise over the brown castle which sprawls over the hill that 
sentinels the north of Old Scarborough, the bay was a murmuring golden bow, and the little 
lighthouse, which whitely serves as lock and key of the little harbour, also took the gold, 
before the sea became a silver, flashing mirror and the lighthouse itself became white again. 
What a promise for a conference! Already familiar faces are to be met in the gardens, on 
the sea front, and on the cliff-walks. I hear there are 1,160 people here—omitting the stable 
population of Scarborough, and the few scores of thousands of day visitors whose cars glitter 
in the sun from one end to other of the North Sands promenade, and literally blacken the 
car-park by the harbour. It has been a day of saunterings, walks, renewals of a few friend- 
ships and of sun, sun, sun—the winter of our discontent made glorious summer at last. 
But—I miss many faces—yours most of all. 
We ARE AN PEOPLE 
than we used to be at conferences. There was a time when the first rays of sunrise seemed 
to be the signal for sleep ; when we sat in the hotel lounge and tossed the ball of conversa- 
tion to and fro for hour after hour, while waiters, growing more weary-eyed and white 
with advancing night, served drinks with that patience which is the badge of all their tribe, 
and with their chances of a good night receding hopelessly. Ten-thirty is an hour for many 
now, a sign, some say, of the pressure of years, and some a sign of a change of habit engendered 
by the war. In any case, few were left in my hotel lounge at midnight. 
MonpDay 

deserves record: first because of its golden weather which, again, with varying changes 
of the light on sea and cliff made a veritable paradise of the place. I went down to the Spa, 
obtaining admission by waving my light-blue programme, and already a goodly number 
were getting badges, invitations and a rather fine brochure on the town. The EXHIBITION 
drew my attention: on the trade side it is well organized and most attractive, and I hope 
that it will draw excellent business. I always have a rather soft feeling for these people whom 
we see only in odd moments; they deserve some support. I like, too, the exhibition of 
plans, revived this year very adequately ; there are several good ones—the new branch at 
 aclameaiamamaas for example; and there is some interesting publicity material as 

Of course the real affair of to-day has been the Mayoral Reception which was held in 
the ball-room of the Spa. We had a capital concert from 8 to 9, and then came a procession 
of the President, the Archbishop of York, with the Mayor and Mayoress, and various 
councillors and the big-wigs of the Association. They paraded across the room, and the 
Mayor made a sort of “ colleétive reception ” by shaking hands with the President as a symbol 
of a handshake with us all. A good dance, a capital buffet supper, and a gladsome cabaret, 
concluded a successful day. 


The conference began in earnest this morning. We were welcomed in a more formal 
way by the Mayor than yesterday. The Archbishop gave Mr. Savage the replica of the 
presidential badge as a token of “ respeé and affection,” and then launched into his own most 
effeGtive address. There will be an official report of the papers and you will read that, and 
so would find my account of them here very boring. I must just say, however, that the speech 
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was one, of extraordinary charm, on books, with two jolly limericks (which I wager wil] 
be all that some London papers will seize upon—the speech itself being too good for them) 
and a recital of a large part of Shelley’s The Cloud, most beautifully done. After the speech, 
Mr. R. J. Gordon made a brief statement of the reasons which led the Council to establish 
the Library Association Carnegie Medal for the Best Children’s Book of the Year, and 
explained that all the qualities of the best book were found in Pigeon Post, by Arthur Ransome. 
Mr. Ransome, who received an ovation, was given the medal by the President, and made 
an acknowledgment, all too short for most of us. 
SATURDAY. 

If you ever keep a diary, Callimachus—you don’t, I know—you are aware that it is 
rarely written up daily ; and this year, unaided as I am, events have overwhelmed my record. 
So I can now, at the end of the week, be only retrospective. What do I recall? A mog 
interesting paper on ‘‘ Committee Work” by the really charming chairman of Manchester 
Libraries Committee, Miss Kingsmill Jones, O.B.E., with a discussion afterwards in which, 
to my amazement, many committee men urged leaving the selection of books “ to the experts.” 
Now is the millenium at hand! But, as Mr. Berwick Sayers remarked, at a capital meeting 
on “ Current Problems,” if you take away the dire& interest of the book acquisitions from 
the member of committee, what else is there in library management to interest him ? 

The outstanding event, as many anticipated it would be, was the 

ANNUAL MEETING, 
which some regarded as an opportunity for high jinks, some as an unmasking of a secret 
machinating council, and others as a chance to ‘‘ slosh” the Council because they (the others) 
had found the examinations a burden. Don’t misunderstand me. I regard the whole affair 
as quite unimportant in the light of history. Mr. Lamb, acting as spokesman for the assstants 
of Yorkshire, who came in crowds by coach and train to the meeting, had a resolution the 
effeé&t of which was to cancel the new examination scheme. I am not too clear about what 
is involved, but I gathered from a speech of Mr. Gurner Jones, delivered with diffi 
because of the hostility of his hearers, that the intermediate examination was the stumbling 
block of many assistants, as it was really the final in classification and cataloguing and the 
failures were many. It was desired to prevent youngsters who were unprepared from attempt- 
ing it, by the imposition of such age limits as are applied to the Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants’ examinations. The final it was desired to make a qualification for even older 
pe who were ready for charge positions. This apparently crossed the methods of several 
Staff schemes, that of Sheffield in particular; and so Mr. Lamb came to the rescue. Mr. 
Lamb’s speech was a moderate, eohenimenaa Statement of the hard case of the student who 
was kept waiting until 22 before he could take the intermediate, and it sounded quite sincere. 
Mr. McColvin, who moved an amendment, received a reception which was reminiscent of 
the Plymouth, 1892, and Brighton, 1912, conferences. The Honorary Legal Advisor had to 
say that he must be heard before he was allowed to speak. It appeared that the chairman 
of standing committees had considered Mr. Lamb’s motion and wished to allow the new 
syllabus, which J think an improvement on the old, to proceed, but without the age limits, 
which were Mr. Lamb’s chief difficulty ; but when this point had been put Mr. Lamb could 
not accept the amendment. Then one of the chairmen, no less a person than Mr. Savage, 
deserted his colleagues—if he was ever with them—and made the speech which killed the 
1938 syllabus as effectively as did the resolution he supported. We had the amazing is 
of over 200 assistants, many of whom have still to get their qualifications, and a large num 
of committee men who will never have to get them, settling the examination policy of the 
Association. Mr. Lamb’s motion was consistent, his aétion upon it within his rights—how- 
ever much I dislike private circulars to members of the L.A.; but Mr. Savage’s speech 
was incomprehensible. No doubt we shall hear more of it. 

More ImporrANt 
was the earlier adoption of the Council’s recommendations on central control, after a dis- 
cussion.. Here the youngsters present voted against the report, but this was merely because 
they were out, apparently, to embarass the Council. Mr. Bolton, at the tail end of an exhausting 
meeting, wanted to raise the question of the relations of 
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THE A.A.L. AND THE L.A., 

but the Chairman, having allowed an answer to the question, rightly ruled the discussion 
out of order. This demands more than such consideration as our governing power, the 
Annual Meeting, can give it without notice and without documents. I don’t understand it 

but I believe Mr. Savage made some arrangements with the A.A.L., when it became a 
section, which were to be experimental for five years. At the end of that time the section— 
so 1 understand—was to be absorbed into the L.A. Well, that was about six years ago. 
Why this was done and what is being done now it seems difficult to know, but we were 
assured that the matter was under discussion. A lot of young folk were bubbling to talk, 


but it could not be allowed. 


Why can’t the A.A.L. go on as it was ? It was provided by the L.A. with a most advan- 
tageous scheme of absorption. It rejected that against the advice of its own officers. What 


does it want? 


It was a chaotic affair, and would have been more so but for the splendid leadering of 


Mr. R. J. Gordon. 


Mr. SMETTEM. 


I have had a tiring week and this is only a hurried letter ; but I cannot conclude without 
a word of thanks to Mr. Smettem, who made all the local arrangements which were remark- 
ably successful. He seemed to be everywhere. His beautiful, bright, attractive and immensely 
successful little library—not so little perhaps—was alone worth a visit to Scarborough. 

I.will write later about the many other talks and doings of one of our best Conferences. 


Vale ! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of ** LeTTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 


—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor 


Personal News 


Kenneth G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian of Mitcham, has been appointed 
Chief Librarian at Hammersmith. This 
ve of the Honorary Secretary of 

London and Home Counties Branch of 
the Library Association will be very popular. 
Mr. Hunt, after experience at Tottenham, 
organised the new library at Mitcham with 
great success, and has issued some interesting 
reading lists and other publications. 


Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Liprary would be if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Intereft 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
firft of each month. 
_ BETHNAL GREEN.—“ Books of 1936,” 
issued at one penny per copy, opens with a list 
of twenty-five outstanding books of the year 
and continues with a classified list of the best 
of the 2,000 new publications acquired by the 
library during that period. The catalogue is 
artistically printed in Bodoni type with a 
cover in black and red, 


CHESTERFIELD.—A small folder of New 
Books for May is issued in neat form on buff 


per. 

COVENTRY.—The Bookshelf for May- 
June contains useful notes concerning the 
Commercial and Technical Department of 
the libraries. Recent Additions follow. An 
advance payment of sixpence will secure six 
consecutive issues of the magazine. 


CROYDON.—The Reader's Index and Guide, 
May-June, contains the concluding article by 
Mr. C. G. Paget, in his series of “ Croydon 
Homes of the Past,” the estate of Bensham 
and Whitehorse (No. XIX., continued), also 
a list of books on the History of the Royal 
Family, the Coronation Ceremony, Royal 
Palaces and other subjects of interest in con- 
neétion with the Coronation. Recent Acces- 
sions follow. 


DOVER.—Enterprising Mr. Munford has 
Started a new venture, a quarterly magazine 
called Argo, No. 1, April. The name is taken 
from the famous ship in which the Argonauts 
sailed to find the Golden Fleece, and it is ay 
that the journal will help the Doverians in their 
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discoveries in the world of books. The Argo 
is issued free to readers. 

EAST RIDING.—On May zoth the new 
Pocklington Branch of the East Riding County 
Library was opened by Alderman C. H. Burden, 
B.A., B.Sc., Mayor of Beverley. Co-operation 
between the Parish Council and the County 
Library Committee (Chairman, Alderman J. C. 
Buttle, J.P.) resulted in the erection of a joint 
building which includes ——- accommo- 
dation for the Parish Council and the Library. 
One advantage accruing to the library from 
the joint scheme is the possession of an 
adequate lobby and cloakroom, while the 
library accommodation costs less than if it 
had been effected separately. The whole 
building cost about £1,200, of which the 
County Council will bear {700. The popula- 
tion of Pocklington is 2,600, and the initial 
bookstock 3,200, of which 1,100 are non- 
fiction works. The branch will be worked 
by a paid part-time Librarian and will be open 
three times a week for a total of seven hours 

week. A card catalogue of the stock is 
available to readers. This branch is one of a 
chain (some already having been opened and 
others yet in the committee stage) designed to 
give a reasonably wide selection of literature 
to the residents of the small towns of the 
Riding. The cost of maintenance, including 
repayment of loan, is expeéted to amount to 
£110 per annum or the equivalent of a 3d. 

ial rate. 

HORNSEY.—* Best Books for Boys and 
Girls,” 1936, is an annual seleé& list circulated 
with a view to encouraging the buying and 
reading of the best current literature for chil- 
dren. The books have been placed on exhibi- 
tion at the Central Library. 

HYDE.—Some of the annotations in the 
Hyde Bookman make amusing reading, but if it 
is the aim of an annotation to explain the 
nae rpose of an author and how that purpose has 

fulfilled, it is doubtful if Mr. Richards’ 
annotations are much assistance. 

IPSWICH.—The recent number of the 
Library Journal gives a very full list of additions 
to the library. 

KENT.—The County Library has issued 
two interesting and well produced pamphlets_ 
for the assistance of their readers. One on 
Books on Bee-keeping and the other on Books 
on Modern- European affairs. The latter is 


carefully classified and should prove mog 
useful. 

LIVERPOOL. — The Liverpool Public 
Libraries have purchased a Kalee “ Invicta” 
Sound Set, to replace the cinemato 
projector that had been in use for a number of 
years. The new projector will be used mai 
in conneétion with Free Lectures. Out of 79 
leGtures arranged by the Liverpool Public 
Libraries last season, 28 were illustrated by 
cinematograph films. 

MANCHESTER.—The quarterly issue of 
the Manchester Librarian for April contains an 
account of the new University Library and also 
describes in Notes and News a visit to the Leeds 
University and Public Library Buildings. The 
Brotherton Library is now housed in a circular 
building of which the dome is supported by 
pillars of green Swedish marble. 

PORTSMOUTH.—An exhibition of Local 
Documents is being arranged in conneétion 
with the centenary of the foundation of the old 
Guildhall, now the City Museum. The docu- 
ments form part of the Corporation Records. 
This and other notes of interest are to be found 
in the current number of the Portsmouth 
Reader, which also contains an article and book 
list on Public Health. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


Dover Public Library.—znd Annual Report, 
1936-1937. Borough Librarian, W. A. 
Munford. Population (1931), 41,097. Rate, 
2.3d. Stock: Lending, 11,737; Reference, 
2,537. Additions, 1,962. Issues: Lending, 
284,083; Junior, 55,247; Reference, 
23,668 ; Branch (three months only), 996. 
Borrowers, 15,080, extra tickets 7,354. 

During the second year of its existence the Dover 

Library has experienced a period of consolidation and 

Steady progress. Several more thousands of citizens 

have come along to sample their latest possession, result- 

ing in a very busy time y= the staff. To help relieve the 
pressure a small delivery station was established, open- 
ing two hours weekly. Although only an experiment 
it was quite successful and an extension of opening times 
should at once be put into operation. The Junior 
library has more than upheld the —— which it 
gained during its first year, and a word of thanks is 
offered to local school teachers for their co-operation 
in this direétion. A literary and cultural society under 
the name of the Dover Li Libeary Club was formed last 
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MODERN LIBRARIES REQUIRE MODERN METHODS 


The DICKMAN 
BOOK CHARGING SYSTEM 


ensures 
ACCURACY OF RECORD 
with 


SAVING OF READERS’ TIME AT COUNTERS 
and 
ABOLITION OF EXTRA TICKETS 


Write for particulars to :— 


LIBRARY EFFICIENCY Co. Ltd. 
28-30 LITTLE RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


or Telephone to HoLBorn 0926 for representative to call 


ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL, LTD. 
LEAVING HOME AND COUNTRY. E. GRENIER. 
Most enthralling novel of life and romance in Java. 7/6 
UNCLE AND NIECE. W. J. Moon. 
Original and most entertaining novel—strongly sustained interest. 7/6 
THE OGLALA PRINCESS. JEROME SULLIVAN. 
Stirring and exciting novel of romance and adventure with the R.N.W.M.P. 
and Red Indians. 6/- 
INGLEWOOD. Patrick G. BARKER. 
Splendid story of Robin Hood’s times—with thrills aplenty. 3/- 
THE ARK. W. S. Mitrorp. 
Fully illustrated and charming book for the children. 3/- 
A WALK THROUGH GARDEN, WOOD AND FIELD. G. P. SLATER. 
Informative and interesting work for all Nature lovers. 2/6 
THE PATH TO THE PRESENCE. THOMAS ASHBRIDGE. 
An inspiring study of the Bible—highly commended. 2/6 
PROPERTY AND SLAVERY. V. H. SARLAND. 
Political essays of topical importance and value. 2/- 
ECSTACY. CuarLes Reroy. 
A poetical work of high standard and general appeal. 2/- 
TATTERED TRICOLOUR. G. Epwarp CHATTERTON. 
Story of the French Foreign Legion—adventure and thrills. 1/- 
THE PUBLISHERS INVITE MSS. OF ALL TYPES FOR 
PROMPT PUBLICATION. 
29, LUDGATE HILL LONDON, E.C.4 
— 
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mittee express their gratitude to the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust for their book-purchase grant of £200. 


Kent County Library : GrLtiInGHAM Branch. 
—Annual Report for the year ending March 
318t, 1937. Branch Librarian, Ernest Wisker, 

-L.A. Population (estimated), 62,490. 
Stock: Lending, 13,641; Reference, 181 ; 
Junior, 2,259. Issues: Lending, 276,258 ; 
Junior, 59,094. Borrowers, 14,110, extra 


tickets, 3,172. 

Gillingham’s first of library service was a 
very busy and sonenaid eon. The excellent supply of 
books provided by the County Library Committee, 
and the provision of adequate Staff were the principal 
factors responsible for such good results. The premises 
occupied, however, are quite unsuitable for the pur- 
poses of a modern library, and it is surprising that the 
work was carried out with such efficiency. In the near 
future preparations for the new building and the 
inauguration of the extra services possible there will 
be the pleasant occupation of the Authorities and the 
Staff. Among the new aétivities anticipated are a ref- 
erence department, reading room, and the development 
of the lending and junior libraries. For the convenience 
of borrowers the Wednesday half-day closing has been 
abolished. 


NorrHAmpTon Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery.—2sth Annual Report for the 
year ending 31st October, 1936. Chief 
Librarian, Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. 
Population (1931), 92,341 ; Stock : Lending, 
43,285; Intermediate, 2,130; Junior, 4,380; 
Reference, 14,457 ; Local Collection, 15,917; 
Branches, 15,337. Issues: Lending, 343,525 ; 
Intermediate, 8,707 ; Junior, 50,360 ; Refer- 
ence, 24,752; Local Collection, 5,110; 
Branches, 175,171; other sources, 1,070. 
Borrowers, 25,554. Branches, 3. 

A grand circulation of well over 600,000 ae 

ing an increase of 21,275 compared with t 

previous, is the achievement, by the library service, of 

the year being reviewed. Great credit is due to the 

Fat Cotton Branch Library which, during its first 

complete year of adtion, issued more than 60,000 

volumes. The Central Adult Lending Department 

accounted for 56 per cent. of the total issues. A record 
number of Students’ tickets were granted last year, and 

t to have been very well used, which seems to 
point out that the public are fast recognising the fa& 
that the public library exists for something more than 
the supply of works of fition. The Intermediate 
se@tion of the lending library increased its good work 
although hampered by insufficient accommodation. 

The age limit for admission to the junior libraries was 


reduced to nine years. A scheme of inter-availability of _ 


readers’ tickets, for the convenience of visitors to and 
from the Borough, has been adopted. Visitors to the 
Central Museum and Art Gallery numbered 31,166, 
while 47,618 were recorded in the Abington Museum, 
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SrrETFORD Public Libraries.—Annual R 
1936-1937. Chief Librarian, William 
Threlfall, F.L.A. Population (estimated), 
66,604. Rate, 2.67d. Income from Rate 
(Libraries only), £5,478. Stock: Lending 
and Reference, 45,748; Schools, 4,624. 
Additions, 13,943; Withdrawals, 8,379. 
Issues: Lending, 620,268; Reference, 
20,942; Schools, 53,484; Hospital, 1,185, 
Borrowers, 20,357, extra tickets 15,483, 
Branches, 3. 


The year under review has been devoted chiefly 
to the continuation and development of the policy 
originated two years ago. Two of the new buildi 
have been completed and are now fulfilling their 
— very satisfaGtorily. The permanent building in 

rafford Park, replacing a temporary Structure, was 
opened in June, and the Firswood Library in Decem-. 
ber. Plans have been drawn up for a branch library 
on the Lostock Estate. The total book circulation js 
nearing 700,000 annually, and showed a net increase 
over last year’s figures of 16,680. A new Staff grading 
scheme and salary scale has been put into operation, 
The Staff are to be congratulated upon the success which 
has attended their labours during the year, particularly 
as their Chief was absent, owing to illness, for four 
months. Out-of-distri@ borrowers are now charged 
an annual subscription of 2s. 6d. for the privilege of 
using the libraries. 


Swinton and PenpiesBuRY Public Libraries, 
—A Year’s Work: Chief Librarian’s Tenth 
Annual Report, 1936-1937. Chief Librarian, 
Frederick I. Cowles, F.R.S.L., F.S.A.Scot. 
Population, 35,557 (1931). Stock: 38,452; 
Schools, 2,813. Additions, 5,790. With- 
drawals, 1,462. Issues: Lending, 352,079; 
Children, 24,650; Schools, 33,561; Ref- 
erence (estimated), 11,000. Borrowers, 
17,§22; extra tickets, 2,998. 4 Libraries. 


The library service has made phenomenal progress 
during the ten years, and the year being reviewed 
cl with record figures and aétivities from all 
quarters. The proud claim is made that there is a 
larger percentage of the population borrowing from 
the libraries than in any other town in the country. 
The book circulation reached over 410,000, a fine total 


compared with the 74,000 of ten years . 
within the last decade has there been a drop in the 


outgrown the accommodation, and the work is now 
carried on under most trying conditions. Hope is 
high, however, that a new central library building will 
be ereéted in the very near future, the Council having 
the matter under consideration. An amateur dramatic 
society under the title of “ Guild of Library Players” 
has been inaugurated and to date has a membership of 
120. The Chief Librarian continued his weekly classes 
for unemployed youths throughout the year and the 
attendance was most satisfactory. 
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
With Overseas Interest 


CHOPSTICKS. (3rd Edition.) 


F. I. CODRINGTON. 
Hlustrated by HELEN JACOBS. 


All about China and Chinese Children. 2/6 


THE WIND LADY AND THE TWINS. 
By REGINALD CALLENDER. 
Illustrated by HILDA KERR. 
In which the Twins go on strange 
journeys and make many friends. 2/6 
DAVID’S BAND. By D. S. BATLEY. 
Illustrated by BAY ROBINSON. 
A delightful story of an Indian 
Christian family. First published 
in Bengali for Indian children. 1/- 
THE PRICELESS JEWEL. By D.S. BATLEY. 
The adventures of a brave Indian 
Boy Scout and a little Indian girl. 1/6. 
THE PRINCE AND THE ROAD. 
An allegorical story. 


By A. M. ROBINSON 
Illustrated by JOYCE BARTON. 1/6 


40 Hard Covers Postage Extra 


ZEWHITb PRESS 


19/21 Southampton St., Fitzroy Sq., London, W.1 


ASLIB PUBLICATIONS 


Available on application to the office of the 
Association of Special Libraries and 
Information Bureaux, 
31, Museum Street, London, W.C.1. 


Conference Reports 
Copies of the thirteen previous Reports of the 
Proceedings of the Annual oe eg are still 


obtainable. Price, 5/- each (Vol. X., 7/6). Set of 
nine, 1923-1932, 30/- 
** Reference and how to make the 


Books 
best use of them ”’ 
Reprint of paper given by Mr. B. M. Headicar at 
the Twelfth Annual Conference. Price, post free, 6d. 


ASLIB Book-List 
Quarterly recommendations of recently published 
Scientific and Technical books in the English 
language. Price, 10/6 perannum. Free to members 
of ASLIB. 


** Select List of Standard British Scientific 
and Technical Books ’’ 
Compiled at the request of the British Council. 
Price, 1/- post free to all members of the Library 
Association or ASLIB. 2/- to Book-List” sub- 
scribers, 2/6 to others. 


** Classified List of Annuals and Year Books *’ 

English. Price, 2/- post * Book-List ” 
subscribers, 3/6 to others. 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


Hundreds of 
Librarians use 
and recommend 


our service 


118-126 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 


NOW READY 


THE WORLD’S GREAT 


LIBRARIES, Surveyed by 
ARUNDELL ESDAILE, of the 
British Museum. VOL. 
FAMOUS LIBRARIES OF THE 


WORLD. THEIR Hisrory, 
COLLECTIONS & ADMINISTRATION 


By Margaret Burton, M.A.,F.L.A., under 

the direction of and with an Introduction 

by Arundell Esdaile, M.a., F.S.A., F.L.A. 

(Secretary of the British Museum), 

Author of “ National Libraries of the 
World,” etc. 


Cloth. xvi., 458 pp. _ Illus. 
&1 18. Od. net. 


GRAFTON &CO., 


Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Demy 8vo. 
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The Librarians’ Guide to 
New Editions 


By Frep Bar.ow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


AppLeyarp (F. N.) and Lyons (C. G.) Praétical 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry. Ed. 3. 1937. 
Pitman. 6s. 6d. 

Originally published in 1931 under the authorship 
of J. W. Cooper and F. N. Appleyard, but the present 
text differs considerably from that of the earlier edition. 
There have been revisions made to the text of the 1933 
revision necessitated by the new syllabus for it 
Chemist and Druggist Qualifying Examination. The 
section on volumetric analysis has been extended with 
revision and that on qualitative organic analysis has 
also been revised. 

ArmstronG (S. F.) British Grasses and their 
Employment in Agriculture. Ed. 3. 1937. 
C.U.P. 13s. 

The two hundred pages of the 1917 edition have 
now been increased by another hundred and fifty, 
most of which are devoted to the extension of part II., 
which has been largely rewritten. There are six new 
chapters, including such praétical ones as the formation 
of lawns. 

BaEDEKER (Karl) Great Britain : handbook for 
travellers. Ed. 9. 1937. Allen & Unwin. 

The present revision follows closely that of 1927 


but there is considerable revision of detail especially in 
the introduétion which has been extended by about 


two pages. 

Bourext (H. S.) First Editions of To-day and 
how to Tell them: United States and 
England. Ed. 2. 1937. Lippincott. 5s. 


The praétice of about seventy further publishing 
houses in indicating a first impression of their publica- 
tions has been added to that already set out in the 1928 
edition. Where any change has been noted the present 
method and that of 1928 are both indicated. 


Bow ey (A. L.) Elements of Statistics. Ed. 6. 
1937. King. 18s. 

First published in 1901 and last substantial] 
revised in 1907. The present text still remains unaltered. 
New methods, new formulae and an expanded nomen- 
clature are dealt with in a very compressed appendix of 
some forty pages. 


CottinGwoop (R. G.) and Myers (J. N. L) 
Roman Britain and the English Settlements, 
Ed. 2. 1937. O.U.P. 12s. 6d. 

Embodies a few correétions made to the first 
edition of last year. 


Harcw (F. H.) and (A. K.) The 
Petrology of the Igneous Rocks. Ed. 9, 
1937- Allen & Unwin. 15s. 

First published in 1891 and last revised in 1926, 
The first author has now died and Mr. Wells in this 
revision has made several changes, the most notable 
being the introduétion of a new system of classificatiog 
which is based on the characteristic of grain-size. There 
are considerable additions to the seétions dealing with 
distribution and much of the earlier text has beeq 
rewritten. Some sections have been omitted but will be 
included in Black’s Sedimentary Rocks, at present bei 
revised. There are many new illustrations and the formar 
has been considerably improved. 


Horner (Joseph) Praétical Metal Turning, 
Ed. 4. 1937. Technical Press. 10s. 6d. 
The present revision by P. Gates is about double 
the size of the third edition of 1919. 


LANGLEY (M.) Metal Aircraft Construétion. 


Ed. 3. 1937. Pitman. 15s. 

The addition of some thirty pages to the text of the 
second edition of 1934 does not express fully the extent 
of the new matter, for much of the earlier text has given 
way to new, especially in those seétions relating to 
stressed skin wings and fuselages, to retraétable under- 
carriages, and to the many new materials such as the 
synthetic resins. There are also new particulars of 
American and Russian machines. 


Me.pota (Raphael) Chemistry. Ed. 3. 1937. 
T. Butterworth. 2s. 6d. 

First published in a hye revised in 1928. Dr. 
Findlay, who is responsible for the present revision, 
has retained the original plan and much of the original 
text, although there has been a considerable amount of 
change in detail. 

Norton (S. J.) Inspection of Aircraft after 
overhaul. Ed. 3. 1936. Pitman. 3s. 6d. 

The text of the 1934 edition has been expanded by 
some twenty pages the new material is spread over 
the whole k. The chapter on Metallic Materials 
shows the most change, and new sections on alloys, such 
as Alpax, Electron and Hiduminum, are introduced, 


Rep (G.) Praétical Sanitation. Ed. 23, revised 
and rewritten by J. J. Buchan. 1937. 
Griffin. 7s. 6d. 

The text has been very largely rewritten and 
contracted. The principal changes are to be found in 
the appendix which deals with Sanitary Law. The Public 
Health A& of 1936 which comes into force on the 18t 
O€ober, 1937, is dealt with extensively, as is also the 
Housing Act that became law on January rst last, 


SOS SAS FES 


ow 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
AND THE ADOLESCENT 


NOW READY. 


By Eric Leyanp, F.L.A. (Wathamstow Public Libraries). With an Introduction 
by G. E. Rogsuck, F.L.A. (Borough Librarian, Walthamstow). Demy 8vo, 


cloth, x. 204 pp. ros. 6d, net. 


Scope of the Work. 


This work deals with the importance of considering the adolescent 
as a separate class of borrower deserving special provision. It rapidly surveys 
the various faétors that influence the growing youngsters and considers in 
detail the differences between them and the younger children. 


The alternative methods open to the Public Librarian who wishes to 
make special provision for those between the ages of fourteen and seventeen 
are discussed, and there are two chapters on the separate “‘ Intermediate ” 
Department and its routine. The manner in which psychological traits 
must affeét library provision is emphasised throughout, and the work is 
definitely intended for the praétising librarian. 


The question of finance is fully considered, and practical suggestions 
with regard to this important matter are included. Book-seleétion is dealt 
with more from the praétical point of view than the theoretical, and a Subject 
List of 2,000 books suitable to the age is included in an Appendix. 


The chapter on Classification includes a simplified scheme intended to 
provide the adolescent borrowers with more advanced training, and the 
problem of cataloguing is also fully considered. Both these chapters include 
suggestions for explanatory pamphlets for the use of borrowers. Notes 
for a series of talks on the library which have been selected from those most 


Problem—the Child and the Adolescent. 


The 

The Psychology of the Adolescent. How it 
must affect Library Provision. 

The Alternatives. Provision within the Child- 
ren’s Library. Within the Adult Lendin 
Library. The separate “ Intermediate ” 
Department. 

The “Intermediate Department in detail. 
Furnishing and equipment. Financial 
considerations. Book-duplication. Routine 
and administration. 

Book Seleétion for Adolescent borrowers. 
Practical aspects. The necessity to attraét 
youngsters to the library. 

Classification and Cataloguing. A simplified 
decimal scheme intended to advance the 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell st., LONDON, W.C.1 


successfully used by the author form a second Appendix. 
Contents. 


adolescent a few Steps farther than the 
Children’s Library. taloguing methods 
suitable to the " 

Talks and Le@ures. Within the Library and the 
School. Ways of interesting adolescents. 
Routine of leéures. 

Exhibitions and displays. Suitable methods for 
older children. 

The Intermediate Librarian. For anyone dealing 
with adolescents. The talents required. 

Notes for Talks. These deal with Books and 
Reading, Library methods, etc. 

Subje& List of Books suitable for Adolescents. 
Not including Standard works that any 
librarian would naturally include. Contains 
a majority of works either published or 
revised in the last few years. 
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Rosz (Sir T. K.) and Newman (W. A. C.) The 
Metallurgy of Gold. Ed. 7. 1937. Griffin. 
36s. 

The text of the last revision of 1915 has been 
almost wholly discarded and praétically a new book has 
been written. Considerable changes in methods have 
resulted in the disappearance of whole chapters, but 
much new matter has been incorporated. 


STEDMAN (T. L.) A Medical Diction- 
ary. Ed. 13. 1936. Bailliere. 35s. 


New material to the extent of twenty-five pages 
has been added to the revision of 1933, and, as an 
appendix, the new British anatomical nomenclature has 
been given for the first time. 

Stewart (William) Profitable Photography. 
1937. Ed. 2. 1936. Pitman. 2s. 6d. 

This valuable little book was first published in 
1935, and the present edition gives the latest ways and 
means of selling suitable photographs. 

Syxes (Ernest) Banking and Currency. Ed. 8. 


1937. Butterworth. 5s. 
A new chapter of cight pages on “ Currency 
Devaluation ” has been added to the text of the 1932 
edition, which has been revised in detail. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


Monro (Isabel) and Coox (Dorothy E.) 
Costume Index. A Subjeé& Index to Plates 
and to Illustrated Text. New York, H. W. 
Wilson. Sold on the Service Basis. 

An index of this charaéter has been wanted for 
many years. It indexes the general works on Costume 
which are to be found in most of the great libraries. 
Comparatively few of the specialist works on Military, 
Ecclesiastical and Theatrical Costume have been dealt 
with. It might have been mentioned that the most 
complete list of works on Military Costume exists in 
the two Series of Peddie’s Subje& Index of Books to 
1880. 

Warraker’s Cumutative Boox List. Part 
LI., Jan.-March, 1937. Whitaker. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

The January to March issue of Whitaker’s Cumula- 
tive Book List has just been issued. It is compiled in 
the usual manner, the two lists, Classified and Alpha- 
betical, each containing identical information and 
details about each book. This issue is the first to be 
printed in the Times New Roman type, which gives a 
much better effe& to the page, and renders the entries, 
in spite of the small type, in a perfeély clear manner. 
The publishers draw attention to the faé& that in the 
alphabetical title list, there are more books registered 
under the —— “Death” and “ Murder” than 
under any other subje&t. This, they suggest, is an inter- 


eSting comment on book produétion and the literary 
tastes of the civilised 


GENERAL. 


BaGiey (Wm. A.) Faés and How to Find 
them. A Guide to sources of Information 
and to the method of systematic research, 
Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

A brief introduétion to the principles of literary 
research, in many respects similar in plan to Mr. 
McColvin’s larger work on Library Stock and Assistance 
to Readers. Thus although not written for librarians 
but for age jenn teachers and others, this little book 
should of use in libraries. Bibliographies are dis. 
cussed, and hints on how to use catalogues, and how to 
arrange and present material, and where to go for 
illustrations are the chief features. 


Bennett (D. C. T.) The Complete Air 
Navigator. Covering the syllabus for the 
first class air navigator’s licence. Pitman, 
15S. net 

This book is designed to cover the sy!labus for the 
examination for the highest available air navigation 
qualification, and therefore contains a mass of technical 
information in a concentrated form. The three methods 
of observation: Dead Reckoning, Tides, and Inter. 
national Legislation, are dealt with in a prattical fashion, 

There is also a list of abbreviations a useful biblio- 


raphy. 
BERe (R. de la) John Heywood, Entertainer, 
Allen & Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 


This work on the Tudor Entertainer and for- 
runner of Shakespeare is divided into four parts : firstly 
a bibliography; secondly, a biographical sketch; 
thirdly, an analysis of six plays certainly written by him, 
and lastly the text of four of these plays. Thus the 
reader is enabled to Study the man and his work and 
form his own opinion of the influence he may have had 
on his successors. 


BoutrHo (Heétor) Royal Progress. One Hus- 
dred Years of British Monarchy. Illus. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

A very human Study of the reigning sovereigns 
during the past one hundred years. It includes, of 
course, Queen Vitoria and the Prince 
Edward VII. and Queen Alexandra, George V. and 
Queen Mary, a short account of Edward VIIL., anda 
summary of the pre-coronation days of George VL 
and Queen Elizabeth. Among the output of corona- 
tion literature these simple life-stories are to be highly 
commended. The illustrations are profuse. 


Brice (Raoul) The Riddle of Napoleon. 
Illus. Putnam. 15s. net. 

In his pages the author discusses at much length 
the psychological forces which swayed Napoleon 
throughout his career. He tries to answer the riddle of 
his enormous power and personality and to see him, 
not merely as a conqueror, but as one with a desti 
governed by the stars. The author divides his 
into three main portions and though his views may 
not be literally accepted by the historians, they at leaft 
— a fresh and intriguing light upon the figure of 

is hero. 


ind 
ion 
ch, 
rary 
Mr, 
nce 
Ans, 
20k 
dis- 
for 
Air 
he 
an, 
the 
ion 
cal 
ads 
er- 
io- 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 275 


Browne (Oscar) Normal English Pronuncia- 
tion. A Manual on the Tuition, Acquisition 
and Maintenance of English Speech Sounds. 
Pitman. 33s. 6d. net. 

The teaching of the corre& pronunciation of 

ish has always been a controversial subjeé&t. Here 
is a little book which in simple language gives the 
essential faéts necessary to the mastery of the difficulties 
of the pronunciation of English. There is an inter- 
esting chapter on American-English, and an —— 
containing two ow for the reader who wi to 
test his powers of acclamation. 

CarnocHAN (F. G.) and Apamson (H. C.) 
Out of Africa. Illus. Cassell. 1os. 6d. net. 

One of the authors of this book became intimate 
with Kalola, head of the powerful African Snake 
Guild and chief of a large tribe of natives in British 
Tanganika. The reader is given a full account of the 
various initiatory ceremonies and the extraordinary 
customs and beliefs of the tribe of which Kalola was 
head. We have noted one slight discrepancy: Kalola’s 
dates under his portrait which forms the frontispiece 
are given as 1856-1933, whereas in the introduétion he 
is Stated to have died in 1934. 

Evans (Edward, R.G.R.) Adventure, Youth 
and Duty. Warne. 1s. 6d. net. 

A reprint of the speech which Admiral Evans, 
delivered as his Reétorial Address to Aberdeen Univer- 
sity on March 3rd, 1937, as well as an informal talk 
which he gave to the matriculated students previously. 


Every MAn’s Own Lawyer. By A Barrister. 


Technical Press. 15s. net. 

In this, the sixty-fourth edition of this invaluable 
reference work, the author remarks upon the faé& that 
since the previous edition, “‘ the flow of legislation has 
continued unchecked,” which naturally makes it more 
difficult to cope with the material which has to be 
dealt with within the 950 odd pages which comprise 
the volume. Housing A&, Shops A&, Restri€tion of 
Ribbon Development A&, and large additions to the 
Education A& and the Criminal Law have had to be 
widely dealt with, among the revised and new seétions, 
Ewen (David) Composers of Yesterday. A 

Biographical and Critical Guide to the 
Most Important Composers of the Past. 
Illus. New York, H. W. Wilson. $5. 

241 biographies with 212 portraits of musicians 
entries concentrate on the biographical and anecdotal 
aspe& of the subjects, but the critical view of the his- 
torical importance of the composers has not been 
negleéted. A seleéted list of the important works of 
each composer is included, together with a list of his 
recorded works (on American records). A com- 
prehensive colle&tion which should prove a useful 
addition to the reference library. 

FLAHERTY (Frances H.) Elephant Dance. With 
a preface by John Collier. Illus. Faber. 
12s. 6d. net. 

The great thing about Robert Flaherty’s film was 
the photography and the great thing about his wife’s 
book is the photographs, taken from Stills of the film. 
Her letters describing their life and adventures are 


interesting and amusing but the real interest of the 
book is the magnificent series of photographs of 
elephants, natives, scenery, buildings, and so on. 
THe FricHt oF AN Enmprgss, told by Wu 
Yung, whose other name is Yu-Ch’uan: 
Transcribed and edited by Ida Pruitt: with 
an introduétion by Kenneth Scott Latourette. 


Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

The inside story of the Boxer Rebellion, and the 
flight of the Empress from the Imperial Palace at Pekin. 
The author was a distri magistrate and found himself 
called upon to deal with the intrigues of the Boxers. 
When Pekin was sacked and the Emperor and Empress 
fled, the best treatment that was given to them was by 
the author who was made, against his inclinations, 
Purveyor to the Empress, and so joined the travellin, 
Court. Finally, after enduring the jealousies ~ 
intrigues of the Court, he was able once more to retire 
to his honourable obscurity, and is still living in Pekin, 
aged 70. 

Forrescug (Mary Teresa) Queens and Prin- 
cesses of Olden Times. With a Foreword 
by Sir C. Hagberg Wright. Frontis. 
Allen & Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 

Many outstanding figures of history are dealt 
with in this attraétive volume. Besides separate 
biographies of many rulers, notably Elizabeth of 
Austria, Matilda of Denmark, Catherine “‘ The Great,” 
and Maria Theresa, the author has given an historical 
outline of great families such as the Coburgs, the 
Battenbergs, the Hohenzollerns and the Bourbons. 
Futuer (J. F. C.) The Last of the Gentlemen’s 

Wars. A Subaltern’s Journal of the War 
in South Africa, 1899-1902. Illus. Faber. 


12s. 6d. net. 
Major-General Fuller’s contention is that the 
South African War was the last war in which the 
principles of fair play, as far as there can be any fair 
ron His account of the part he 
layed in it, compiled partly from diaries and partly 
ftom memory, forms an interesting sidelight on the 
man as well as on the war. 
Gop (Michael) Change the World. Fore- 
word by Robert Forsythe. Lawrence & 


Wishart. 7s. 6d. net. 

A colleétion of articles reprinted from the American 
Daily Worker, The New Masses, The Anvil, and other 

rs. Mike Gold’s column in the Worker is a well- 

own feature in American journalism, and his reputa- 
tion is justified. His political sympathies are infused 
with a real love of humanity, and a wine artistic 
ability makes these essays of more ephemeral 
interest. 

Grecory (A.) The Art of Woodworking and 
Furniture Making. Illus. Dryad. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A series of photographs and diagrams with 
explanatory text, demsian teams to make a variety of 
useful, and sometimes beautiful, pieces of furniture, 
preceded by chapters on Joints, Construétional Units, 
and Pro Units. There are also seGtions on 
Pl and Laminated Boards, Veneeri and 

ying, and Finishing, Handles and Fittings. ‘The text 
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throughout is clear and to the point and the illustrations 

are exemplary. 

Harvey (Richmond) Prison from Within. 
Allen & Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

There are as many different views ot prisons and 
the prison system, as there are prisoners; Mr. Harvey 
did not find the prison system as unpleasant as some 
writers have done, though it was depressing and 
drab enough. He has, however, chosen to relieve his 
account of the unpleasantness by some Stories of 
prisoners such as Maundy Gregory, Baillie Stewart, 
and others, not so well known, but just as interesting. 
These Stories throw much light on the effeét which 
oy life has on all sorts of people and the whole 

k is a useful social document. 


Jepson (R. W., Editor) Short Stories by 
Modern Writers. Longmans, Green. 3s. 6d. 
net. 

A colle&ion of short stories by writers, including 
Bierce, O. Henry, Chesterton, O’Flaherty, H. E. Bates, 
Katherine Mansfield, and others; issued with notes 
and questions for use in schools. 

LAMBERT (Margaret) When Victoria began to 
Reign. A Coronation Year Scrapbook. 
Illus. Faber. 12s. 6d. net. 

A really charming colleétion of extraés and illus- 
trations from contemporary sources, which takes the 
reader back into the life of a hundred years ago. We 
can read what our ancestors were thinking, reading, 
and seeing. How they amused themselves, d 
themselves, fed themselves, and even the sort of 
handkerchiefs they used are described by means of 
anecdote, extraé and illustration. 

Merson (A. J., Editor) Still Lighter Essays. 
Longmans, Green. 2s. 6d. net. 

Among the authors from whose works extracts 
or essays have been taken to make this collection are 
Robert Lynd, E. V. Lucas, Capék, Hudson, Mrs. 
Gaskell, Leigh Hunt, and many others. The tone of 
them, as the title implies, is not serious, but they are 
all stimulating. 

MonrGomerie (H. S.) William Bligh of the 
“ Bounty,” in fact and fable. Illus. Williams 
& Norgate. 15s. net. 

Was Bligh really the incompetent monster which 
he was made out to be in the recent film and the books 
of many biographers? Mr. Montgomerie’s answer is, 
no. He makes out a very case for him as a clever 
and fair-minded officer, who was by no means fonder 
of cruel discipline than others of his time. 

Morton (H. V.) London. A Guide. Illus. 
Methuen. §s. net. 

An up-to-date edition of the volume on London 
which Mr. Morton wrote for inclusion in Messrs. 
Methuen’s “* Little Guide ”’ series, which has long been 
unobtainable. It is excellent both in arrangement and 
Style of writing and the illustrations from photographs 
by Dr. Dixon Scott are excellent also. 

Mossop (George) Running the Gauntlet. 
Some Recollections of Adventure. Nelson. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Big-game hun 
and adventurous 


with the Boers long years ago, 


its in various parts of Africa, 


form the basis of these thrilling experiences. His 
pages provide a picture of exciting times as a pioneer in 
the Dark Continent in its primitive grandeur. 


NewMan (Bertram) Jonathan Swift. 
Allen & Unwin. 12s. 6d. net. 
Swift had such a complex charaéter that there 
is room for many books about him. Mr. Newman 
has not attempted to throw any new light on the fads 
of his life, but has, by making use of faéts al 
known, shown us Swift in a new aspect. His portzit 
of him reveals him as’a pleasanter person than have 
some of his other biographers. He has included a 
sele& biblio raphy some interesting notes, and 
in an ap x discusses the medical aspe& of Swift's 


malady. 
Parker (E. W., Editor) The Poet’s Path. 
Longmans, Green. 2s. 6d. net. 

An anthology of poetry for children con 
many delightful poems, long and short, by old ad 
modern authors, ranging from Clare and Blake to 
Lear and E. V. Lucas. The predominating Strain 
is jocose and a little more “pure poetry” —_ 
well have been included, inStead of 
“* Boadicea,”” at which children may laugh when they 
aren’t meant to. 


Prowman (William S.) England Calling. 
Illus. Australia, Angus and Robertson 
(London, Australian Book Co.). 7s. 6d. net. 

A curious and interesting account of 

as seen through the eyes of a rich Australian business 

man, strongly predis in our favour. The author 

is no literary man, but his book is full of common- 
sense and he took the trouble to see a good many out- 
of-the-way sides of England. 


Seron (Ernest Thompson) Mainly about 

Wolves. Illus. Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 
Drawing on historical sources as well as his own 

varied experiences of wolves, the author has written 

a book fall of interesting Stories and information about 

these savage beasts. Among the best of them are 
“ The Beast Wolf of Gevaudon”’ and “ The | 

Loyer,” which is the story of a Strange 

between a man and a leopard. 


Sisson (C. J.) and FourGno (C.) Edmund 
Garratt Gardner, 12th May, 1869—27th 


Frontis, 


July, 1935. A Bibliography of his Publica- 
tions, with appreciations. Frontis. Dent. 
10s. 6d. net. 


Gardner was without much doubt the greatest 
Italian scholar of his time. It is well i 
should place on record the produéts of his literary 
activity. But unfortunately this is the mere skeleton 
of a bibliography, the entries being of cae eee 
No indication of the number of 
entiate between the smallest pamp ar hia more 
important works. It is a pity. 

(Edmund) North Country. Illus. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

There are two distinét sides to this attradtive 
volume, first the rolling countryside of the North and 
then the more grim and sealific indutcial 
these distri@s. A large number of photographs 
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accompany the text. A valuable addition in “‘ The 
Face of Britain Series.” 
Warrney (Janet) Elizabeth Fry, Quaker 
Heroine. Illus. Harrap. 12s. 6d. net. 
At a moment when the subje& of discontent with 
json conditions is again to the fore, this life of a 
woman who, sing , did much towards bringing 
about some greatly needed reforms is most apposite. 
No biography of Elizabeth Gurncy, afterwards Fry, 
has appeared for many years, and this one will be wel- 
comed for the new material which it contains. 
Witxinson (S. F.) The Construction of 
Wooden Aircraft. Illus. Pitman. tos. 6d. 
net. 

This volume has been designed to give workers 
in aeroplane construction works a broad view of their 
trade, and to demonstrate every phase of aircraft 
constru@ion. This has been done y describing the 
construction of a simple type of machine, from Start 
to finish. The whole is illustrated by drawings designed 
by the author. 


WitiaMson (J. A.) The Voyage of John and 
Sebastian Cabot. Somerveti (D. C.) The 
Viéorian Age. The Historical Association 
(G. Bell). 1s. 1d. each, post free (to mem- 
bers 7d. each, post free). 

These are Nos. 106 and 107 respectively of the 
Historical Association Pamphlets. They both display 
the erudition which readers of the previous pamphlets 
in the series will have learnt to expect. Dr. Somervell’s 
analysis of the Victorian age, and the E ivangelicalism 
and Utilitarianism, which were an integral part of it, 
is particularly brilliant. 


FICTION. 


BaGuey (J.) Nice Carryings On! Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Chin-chin, the Peke with an amorous nature, did 
much to bring about the queerest complications in the 
married life of Percy and Joan Mill For those 
who appreciate this sort of farce, here is plenty of 
material for a good laugh. 

BarcHetor (Denzil) The Test Match Murder. 
Australia, Angus and Robertson ; (London, 
Australian Book Co.). 6s. net. 

Murder in a novel setting by an Australian author. 

Franklyn, the star English batsman, was murdered 
just as he was about to bat for his side, at a crucial 

—— in a Test Match. The myStery of his death 

in some way with the death of a certain 

Chinese Fu Chan, but how ? 

Botr (Ben) The Sundial Clue. Ward, Lock. 
38. 6d. net. 

The young Squire of Arlington had a hard time, 
marry the his choice. But when the villain to 
whom he ob had betrothed her had been unmasked, 
she fab a hand in solving the myStery of the hidden 


APPRECIATION 


W. H. Smith & Son thank their 
Librarian friends for their valued 
orders and the interest taken in Stand 
No. 20 at the Conference Exhibition. 
A cordial invitation is given to visit 
the W.H.S. Library Showroom at 
Strand House where an unequalled 
selection of second-hand, ex-library and 
recently remaindered works of travel, 
biography, etc., together with a wide 
range of fiction suitable for public 
libraries, is displayed. 


W. H. SMITH & SON, Lrob. 
Library Showroom 

Entrance “B,"’ Library Dept. (Sales Section) 

Strand House, Portugal St., London, W.C.2 

Tel. HOLborn 4343 


treasure of Arlington, and all ends happily. A Straight- 


forward adventure Story in Mr. it’s most happy 


manner. 


Coss (B. Belton) No Alibi. The Longman 
Thrillers. Longmans, Green. 33. 6d. net. 
One of the most outstanding deteétive Stories of 
last season, now re-issued in cheaper form. It is a 
practically perfe& plot and it is very doubtful whether 
any reader has solved the problem until the author 
explains it. 
Corsett (James) Murder at the Palace. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
A secret service yarn of quite good quality. 
Cross (Mark) The Four Strike Home. Ward, 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 
Daphne Wrayne and her Adjusters are as good as 
usual (and that is saying something) in this new record 


of their doings. But it was touch and go for a time and 
if it had not been for their usual luck—vwell. 


Davison (G.) The Lily Pond Mystery. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Davison has left the “‘ Man with the Twisted 
Face” out of his new thriller but he has found some 
other charaéters which are nearly up to the same 
Standard. The mySterious Holstein for example. 
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Duncan (Francis) The Hand of Justice. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

These amateur criminals are amusing for a time, 
but even in conjunétion with wonderful master criminals 
are apt to get a little boring. 

Duncan (Francis) The Sword of Justice. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Peter Justice who took to crime for amuse- 
ment, now takes to rescuing fair ladies to relieve the 
tedium. In doing so he finds himself involved in many 
Strange happenings, crooks, cryptic rhymes and inter- 
national complications. All rather involved. 

Fretp (Peter) The Boss of Lazy 9. Ward, 
Lock. 35. 6d. net. 

Ace Gilbert is engaged to Ruth Cameron and he 
has a new method of dealing with cattle rustlers. 
Ruth’s trip to Europe gives him time to try out his 
methods, but when she returns, he finds that it is her 
sifter Kay in whom he is really interested. A rattling 
tale of love and adventure. 

GotpMAN (Raymond Leslie) Judge Robinson 
Murdered! Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Stabbed in a library and no sign of the madman 
who did it. In — the newspaper man, Jerry Spence, 
who, spurred by his love for Ellen, daughter of the 
murdered Judge, forces the pace and finds the delin- 

t. 

GreeEN (Douglas) Agony Column. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

An unusual story of what might have happened. 
Felix and Susan inspeé a lonely island with a view to 
purchasing it and living there when they are married. 
Guests arrive and one is murdered. The horror of 
guilt and storm hangs over the little company, and 
Felix and Susan row away from the island with regret 
at leaving its natural beauties and relief at avoiding its 
Hatrretp (William) Big Timber. Australia, 

Angus and Robertson ; (London, Australian 
Book Co.). 6s. net. 

Dale Garnett is in love with Helen Fortescue, 
heiress to a rich timber merchant. The scene is laid 
in the bushlands of a mountainous part of Australia 
where Dale plans the development of his native forest 
land. Alas, a timber-slide nearly causes disaster, but 
all ends well. 

HENDERSON (George C.) Singing Lead. Ward, 
Lock. 4s. 6d. net. 

Ace Harlan and his strange companion, Don 
Innocencio Ortuzar, met under peculiar circumstances. 
They were united in their desire that juStice should 
have its way with the murderer of the boy Ned. In 
the end they take justice into their own hands and carry 
it out in their own way. 

Huxuey (Elspeth) Murder at Government 
House. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The scene of this intereSting murder Story is 4 
British Colony in Africa. It is very well worked out 
and the deteétive is exceptionally human which is more 
than can be said for some of the officials. Well worth 
reading. 


Innes (Hammond) The Doppelganger. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is a good Story in spite of the plot. The soly- 
tion is not likely to occur to straightforward readers, 
Lang (Gret) Three Died that Night. Jenkins, 

7s. 6d. net. 

Blackmail was the menace which h over Mrs, 
Carter and her son Val. Mrs. Gordon and her odious 
daughter, Myrtle, were obviously to blame. YVaj 
decided to deal with the matter himself, but he was 
forestalled. 

Latter (Jonathan) The Lady in the Morgue, 

Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The American reporter-detective is in a class by 
himself. His language generally requires a special 
slang di€&tionary and the amount of liquor he disposes 
of would sink a battleship. William Crane clears up 
the problems connected with the corpse in the morgue 
with the aid of the slanguage and in spite of the liquor, 
LeHMAN (Paul Evan) Texas Men. Ward, 

Lock. 33s. 6d. net. 

Young readers apparently never tire of Stories of 
cattle rustlers and mail-train hold-ups and here is a variant 
of the well-worn theme, in which Bob Lee, who sets 
out to clean up the mess, has to fight against his bet 
friend who is on the opposite side. 

Jenkins. 


Linpsay (Kathleen) Treachery. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Stowing away in an air-liner bound for Khartoum 
Wendy Brown hoped for excitement; she got more 
than she bargained for when the liner crashed in the 
desert and the survivors were all captured and made 
slaves by the Arabs. Only the timely intervention of 
an Abyssinian chieftain saved them from a worse fate. 
A traditionally improbable story. 

NicHotson (Mary) Ask the Brave Soldier. 
The Longman Novels. Longmans, Green. 
38. 6d. net. 

A Story of army life, from the point of view of 
the soldier’s wife. Georgie marries Bill without his 
Colonel’s permission and she has to “ go through it.” 
O’SHea (Prudence) Warm Autumn. Jenkins, 

7s. 6d. net. 

Tony and Letty marry in some haste, repent at 
leisure in North Africa, and part on their retum. 
Priscilla, dire€tor of The Cymbele Beauty Produés, 
gets Tony a job with the Company, and they find they 
ate soul-mates. Tony pines for his children and 
Priscilla marries the most unlikely person, and the 
end is a meagre satisfaction for all concerned. 

Row (John) Suicide Alibi. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A Straight deteétive ve | of considerable merit. 
Sam and Sally are good amusing and although 
they are as surprised as anyone can be at the final 
solution, they put in quite a be of sound investigation. 
Ruston (Charles) Night of Murder. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Human limbs, mutilated hands, a torso, and so on 
are scattered plentifully through this exciting but rather 
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However, Fox solves the 


problem Mattlo and Lady Buckley’s 
son 


Srarr (Richard) His Own People. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 


MyStery. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is one of the complicated a see 
which almost make the reader wonder at the which 
of the charaéters is alive and which is dead. Perhaps 
that is hardly fair, for this is a good story of an American 
holiday camp which would make even a better story 
if there were not quite so many problems. 
Tuompson (T.) Cuckoo Narrow. Allen & 


Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

tragedy are Strangel . Mary Bowser is 
yooss whan ine mother hen 0 Sle 

hter, Naomi. Then Mary Ellen has a daughter, 
Ruth, a queer temperamental girl. The story concerns 
the lives of these two girls. - 

Van DE WarTeER (Frederic F.) Hidden Ways. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The “calm weathered dignity” of the Morello 
women was shattered one day by a murder. David 
Mallory, newspaper man out of the right sort of job 
and ating as telephone operator gets on to the myStery 
and makes short work of it. , 
Vicxers (Roy) I'll Never Tell. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 

The plot turns round Annabelle. Was she as 
innocent and childlike as she appeared to be ? Seen in 
the moét incriminating circumstances by Torrance, who 
could hardly believe her eyes, there is a doubt about it 
to the end. And that is the clever feature of this strange 
murder story. 

Warp (E. M.) Dancing Ghyll. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

An amusing novel of the old-fashioned kind. 
i ap the Lake Distri@ where Roger Rolt buys 
some and comes up against the di@tatorial land- 
owner, Mrs. Beltane. Her granddaughter, Meg, has a 
job to reconcile the antagonists, but all ends well. 
Wetts (Carolyn) Murder in the Bookshop. 

A Fleming Stone Deteétive Novel. Phila- 
ee. Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

ing Stone’s cases jn the old days were com- 

paratively simple and worked out without much 

machinery. But now all the resources of melodramatic 

“thrill” are brought in to help him to solve his latest 


problem. 
Writson (Alexander) Double Events. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 
An aviator after a crash takes his wife, Joyce, his 
friend, Tommy, and Miss Lambton to a small seaside 
cottage where the little party encounters some myste- 


NOVEL 


1740-1850 


A Catalogue including Prose 
Romances, Short Stories and 
Translations of Foreign Fiction 
by ANDREW BLOCK, with 
an introduction by ERNEsT A. 
BakER, M.A., D.LIT., Author of 
“The History of the English 
Novel.” 


Demy 8v0. Cloth. xvi. 480 pp. 


GRAFTON & Go., Coptic House, 


rious adventures. Much rollicking humour and some 

horseplay. 

Wins.owe (John R.) The Killer of Kamerun. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

“Tough guy” is really the only expression which 
describes Stoney Radcliffe, whose + age so horribly 
scarred that it made people shudder. The way in 
which he carries out the vendetta against those who 
killed his brother, and his best friend, forms a story 
— is a little more complicated than the usual 

estern. 


JUVENILES. 


All those conneéted with juvenile depart- 
ments of libraries, or with the teaching of 
children, should make a note of three books 
by Arthur B. Allen recently issued by Messrs. 
Warne at 3s. 6d. net each. The titles are: 
The Romance of the Alphabet, Colour Harmony 
its Theory and Practice, and The Teaching , be 
to Infants and Junior Children. All these ks 
will be invaluable to teachers in preparing 
their lessons and they contain many excellent 
suggestions for exercises which will stimulate 
the children’s interest in the subje&. They 
are all illustrated with plates and diagrams. 

Amongst the many new children’s books 
those published by Messrs. Pickering and 
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Della Romney is a siren. She throws up her | i] Pity 
marriage with Dudley Templeton and in pique he at 
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Inglis are notable. They combine good 
entertainment with sound religious and moral 
instruction, and their price makes them attrac- 
tive propositions for the juvenile departments. 
Amongst the recent works of fiction published 
by this firm may be noted Fighting the Good 
Fight, by H. F. Ellison (2s.), The Hidden 
Treasure, by L. E. Guernsey (2s. 6d.), an 
historical romance in the “ Jubilee’’ series, 
and A Study in Gold, by Grace Pettman, a 
Story for girls in the ‘“ Golden Crown ” series. 
In non-fiction may be noted Twelve Mighty 
Missionaries, by E. E. Enock (1s.), Piomeer 
Days in Darkest Africa, by A. G. Ingleby 
(2s. 6d.), James Hudson Taylor, by J. J. Ellis 
(1s.), the story of the life of the great mis- 
sionary to China. Twelve Wonderful Women, 
by E. H. Farrance (1s.), which tells of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Agnes Weston and others, 
and Frances Ridley Havergal, by E. E. Enock 
(1s.), which is a biography of the author of 
many of our best-known hymns. 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BOOKBINDING AND BOOK PRODUCTION, 
May, 1937.—-BULLETIN of the American Library 
\ssociation, May, 1937.—BULLETIN of the John 
Rylands Library, Manche$ter, April, 1937.--DECORA- 
TION, May, 1937.-—-LIBRARIAN, May, 1937.- 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, May, 1937.- 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, April 15th, May 1St, May 15th, 
1937.-L’ORGANIZZAZIONE SCIENTIFICA DEL 
LAVORO, February, 1937—-MAINE BULLETIN, 
February, 1937~—-MONTHLY PULPIT, February, 
1937.—MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston 
Public Library, May, 1937.—ST. LOUIS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY MONTHLY BULLETIN, _January- 
February, March-April, 1937-—SCHOOL LIBRARY 
REVIEW, Easter Term, 1937.—W1LSON BULLETIN 
for Librarians, May, 1937. 

Library Association 

BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT. 

A meetinG of the Library Association, Birm- 
ingham and District Branch, and of the Asso- 
ciation of Assistant Librarians, Midland 
Division, was held at Bilston on Wednesday, 
May sth, 1937, by kind invitation of the 
Chairman and Deputy Mayor (Alderman 
T. R. Wood, J].P., C.C.) and members of the 
Bilston Public Library Committee. 

In the afternoon a visit was paid to the 
Public Library and Museum, where members 
were officially welcomed by His Worship the 
Mayor, Alderman W. M. Hughes, J.P. This 
was followed by a visit to the works of 
Messrs. The John Thompson Motor Pressings, 
Ltd., at Ettingshall, Wolverhampton. Mem- 
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bers then returned to the Museum where they q * 


were entertained to tea by the Chairman of the 
Bilston Public Library Committee, Aldermag 
T. R. Wood, J.P., C.C. 

After tea the Junior Meeting was held, with 
Miss K. D. Tudor, Birchfield Branch Library, 
Birmingham, in the chair. Two papers wem 
read, the first by Miss D. C. Hewitt, Acockgll 
Green Branch Library, Birmingham, om 
“ Books and films viewed in relation @ 
each other,” and the second by Mr. F. Masom 
F.L.A., Librarian, Bushbury Branch Li 
Wolverhampton, entitled ‘‘ Enthusiasm.” 

The Library Association Meeting followed 
with Mr. H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A,, @ 
Librarian, Birmingham, and Chairman of the 
Joint Committee, in the chair. Mr. T, 
Aston, Librarian, Public Library, Bilton 
read a paper on “ Bilston: literary and 
historical notes.”” Various votes of thanks 
to the Mayor, the Chairman and members oF 
the Public Library Committee, to Mr. Afton 
and to the readers of the papers, concluded the 
meeting. 


Correspondence 
May, 195% 


The Editor, THe Lrsrary 


Sir, 
THOMAS COTTON, PRINTER. 
| am anxious to trace some information om 
the early life of Thomas Cotton, Whitehaven 
first printer. 
Cotton, who was also Kendal’s first printer) 
and had given it its first newspaper in 179% 
moved to Whitehaven in November, 1738 
on the advice of Sir James Lowther. Here ie 
a “ The Whitehaven Courant.” How 
ong it ran no one seems to know; but te 
point that intrigues and puzzles me is, whem 
did Cotton acquire his knowledge of printing? 
It was not in Cumberland or 
morland. Can any of your readers help ? 
Yours, etc., 
Dante. Hay, Librarian and Curator 
Public Library and Museum, 
Catherine Street, Whitehaven. 


OFFERS INVITED for Vols. 1 to 141 of the Ea 
Review (1802 to 1875) with consecutive Indexes up 
Vol. 110; uniform binding in marbled boards, a 
leather backs and corners, bronzed edges ; eight bach 
slightly damaged, eight faded. Apply Ross, c/o 7™ 
Library World, 51 Great Russell St., London, Wis 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 

Including the Artists of all Countries, and both past and present painters, sculptors, engravers, 
etchers, illustrators. 
In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 
Mailett’s is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on con 
names. The author has had the co-operation of museums and dealers in bringing 
the available facts. 
Maliett’s Index belongs on the desks of musewms, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 


IT’S means minutes rather than hours when facts on artists are desired. 
Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION. 
A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 
EpITED BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 

CureF, Perropicats Division, New York Pusiic LIBRARY, 
This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 


of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, especially in ya 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
FourtH EpIrTIon. 
to Literature on a plan which, in three earlier editions, has proved its peculiar value 
all buyers of books. 

It is an introduction to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essays, etc. British, Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. 

date of publication. Publisher and price are given 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 

A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 

n of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 


nea the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 
cloth, size by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R, Bowher Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4. 
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Service 
Our new and large extensions are now 
almost completed so that we can return 
your books more quickly to you, yet retain 
the same attention to detail. 


improvement 


Our Patented “Quickseen”” Magazine Cases 
have been still further improved, making 
them easily the best and most attractive 
case on the market—they will add bright- 
ness and attraction to your Reading Rooms, 


Interest 


A new Juvenile Catalogue containing books 
which will appeal to your youthful borrowers 
of all ages—we have excelled ourselves both 
as to the binding of the books and the 
contents and range of titles. Easily the best 
catalogue we have produced. 


Cedric Chivers Ltd. 


BATH BOOKSELLERS 


Printed by Faanx Juccas Lrv., 8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4 ; 
and Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1 
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